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MEETING MINUTES OF Wednesday, December 4, 2019 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Call to order at 6:02 PM by Robert Schiferle, Chair 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT (12) 
Robert Schiferle, Chair 
Mary Paradise, Vice Chair 
Jeremy Everson, Secretary  
Carol Richardson, Select Board Rep. 
Heidi Asdot, School Board Rep. 
Katie Bachelder 
Michael Cabral 
John Christakos 
Larry Konopka 
Ralph O’Dell 
Helen Schiff 
Randy Severance 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT (2) 
Fred Hast (excused) 
Paul Metcalf III 
 
 
GUESTS PRESENT 
Dr. John Freeman, Schools Superintendant 
 
 
 
DOCUMENTS DISTRIBUTED: 

− Pittsfield School District Proposed 2020-2021 School District Budget 

− Pittsfield School District Ten-Year Funding-Related Changes in the District 

− Pittsfield School District Support Staff Salary Comparisons – October 2019 
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Agenda Item 1: School Budget Presentation – Dr. Freeman 
Documents Referenced:  

− Pittsfield School District Proposed 2020-2021 School District Budget 

− Pittsfield School District Ten-Year Funding-Related Changes in the District 

− Pittsfield School District Support Staff Salary Comparisons – October 2019 
 
Discussion: Dr. Freeman introduced the Proposed School District Budget by giving an 
overview of some of the changes at the state level that impact our town, schools and 
budgets.  

• Pittsfield has joined a group of schools along with the ConVal Schools to represent 
the property poor schools against the state 

• School funding continues to be an issue at the state level 

• Pittsfield has seen a loss of property evaluation from 60% of the state average to 
45% of the state average over the last 10 years 

• The Pittsfield School Budget has increased by only 3.5% over the last 10 years 

• The Special Education portion of the budget has increased from 8% to 23% over 
the last 10 years 

• Teacher turnover has continued to be an issue, in part due to the low 
competitiveness of teacher salaries 

Revenues: 

• Adequacy Grant – increased revenue from the State of NH 

• Kindergarten Aid – will be rolled into the increase in the Adequacy Grant 

• Catastrophic Aid (Special Education Aid) – is forecast to decrease due to a high-
cost student ‘graduating’ from the program 

Budget: 

• There are no teacher cuts, but there are additions for foreign language and a 
social worker 

• There are also additions for teacher support staff salaries with the hope of arriving 
at a competitive rate with towns around Pittsfield 

 
Questions: 

• Food service increase 

• Default budget 

• Warrant Articles 
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Next Meeting 
Next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 11, 2019, starting at 6:00 PM. 
Agenda: Town Budget Walk-through. The Town Administrator will attend the meeting on 
December 18, 2019. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by: Jeremy Everson, Secretary 
 
 
Approved: 
 
 
 
________________________________________      ___12/12/2019__       __ 
 
Robert Schiferle, Chair       Date 


